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Legal Assistants
September 16, 2009
MEMORANDUM #2

To:      International Education Program Administrators

Re:
1)
National Public Radio’s “All Things Considered” segment:

 “Post-September 11, Colleges Take On Law Enforcement Role.”
Eugene Goldstein, Esq.

Memorandum

Page 2, April 6, 2010
1) National Public Radio’s “All Things Considered” ran a segment “Post-September 11, Colleges Take On Law Enforcement Role.”
Last Friday, September 11, 2009, National Public Radio’s “All Things Considered” ran a segment “Post-September 11, Colleges Take On Law Enforcement Role.” 

In light of the date, NPR focused on SEVIS as a security fix. The piece mentioned that one hijacker was a student. The piece did not mention that SEVIS tracking would not have identified or located the hijacker before he struck. 

Uncle Lou (“I feel your pain”) Farrell, Director of SEVP, discussed the upcoming SEVIS 2 and said that it was supported by national security, law enforcement, and higher education. Two administrators at San Diego State were featured. Although one was supportive, the other had privacy and profiling concerns about SEVIS.
Unfortunately, the piece did not discuss the cost of SEVIS 1 and SEVIS 2, and provided no hard numbers as to security arrests, felony or misdemeanor arrests resulting from SEVIS. Nor did it discuss the methods used to locate a student who dropped out of school. The piece did mention that SEVIS 1 picked up 3,500 violations of which 1,000 could be for deportable offenses. Less expensive and less intrusive alternatives were not mentioned. 
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If you are concerned about SEVIS 2, and not just its specifics, let NPR know. Homeland Security is doing a public relations campaign- blaming international students for U.S. security problems. Now is the time to respond.

Lou mentioned that under SEVIS 2 every student will have an ID number with permanent entries. Hopefully, this record keeping is not a prototype for all Americans. 

Is SEVIS a costly boondoggle scapegoating international students, which only provides a false sense of security?

The address of the piece is: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=112746263
Many thanks for your comments, your suggestions and for referring your students, scholars and faculty members.

Please let me know if you have any questions, or if you would like copies of any of the materials covered.

Note: The information provided in this Memorandum is not legal advice. Transmission of this information is not intended to create, and receipt by you does not constitute, an attorney-client relationship. Readers must not act upon any information without first seeking advice from a qualified attorney. Neither the publisher, nor any contributor is responsible for any damages resulting from any error, inaccuracy, or omission contained herein. 

